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MEDIA RELEASE
June 7, 2007
LOCAL GRADUATES TO MAKE A LASTING DIFFERENCE IN THE IR COMMUNITIES

The communities of Barunga, Wugularr and Ngukurr will receive a boost to their health services as four
trainee Aboriginal Health Workers graduate from Batchelor Institute today.

Katrina Mitchell from Barunga, Celia Thorpe from Wugularr and Violet Huddleston from Ngukurr will today
attend their graduation ceremony in Batchelor to receive their certificates for completing a Certificate Il in
Aboriginal Health Work.

Although graduating from the course last year, Albastian Manggurra from Ngukurr will also receive his
certificate today as he was unable to attend last year’s ceremony.

The 18-month long course consists of on-the-job and off-the-job components, with a minimum of 527 hours
to be worked in a health centre.

Irene Fisher, Chief Executive Officer at Sunrise Health Service said that supporting local trainee health
workers in communities was critical to the success of community controlled Aboriginal Medical Services.

“Sunrise Health Service has a strong commitment to support the training of local Aboriginal Health Workers
within communities to ensure local delivery of services by local people.

“The commitment these students have shown to their studies to achieve their Certificate Il is wonderful,

and we look forward to supporting more of our trainees to help them achieve this level of success in their
careers.”

The Aboriginal Health Workers will now return to their communities as qualified graduates to continue
providing health services in their local health centres, and to assist in the mentoring of new trainees by
providing informed training and direct support.

Sunrise Health Service currently has an additional 11 Aboriginal Health Worker trainees working towards
attaining their Certificate Ill, and is engaging in new strategies to increase further training positions in
communities.

Sunrise is also entering into an agreement with Northern Territory Health for the placement of two
Aboriginal Health Worker Apprenticeships to be based at Minyerri and Ngukurr.

If you're interested in funding out more information about becoming a trainee Aboriginal Health Worker in
your local community, contact Sunrise Health Service on 8971 1120.
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High-resolution digital photos from the graduation ceremony can be made available on request.



